Steven D. Maslowski
Partner, Akin Gump Strauss
Hauer & Feld

Philadelphia

Practice Profile: Maslowski’s
practice focuses on patent litiga-
tion and client counseling in a
wide range of technologies, from
highly complex biological and
chemical inventions to mechani-
cal and electrical devices.

According to firm colleague
Dianne Elderkin, “Steve has the
entire package. Not only is he a very bright attorney, but he has a
winning personality and professional demeanor that impress clients
and opponents alike. He was a key member of our litigation team in
a patent infringement suit tried in Texas in June 2009, where we
obtained the largest patent infringement verdict in history: $1.67
billion. Steve prepared our damages case, with our expert, and did an
extremely effective cross of our opponent’s damages expert (even the
courtroom marshal commented to him afterwards on the effective-
ness of the cross-examination).”

Leadership Activity: In the firm, Maslowski is a member of the
marketing committee for the intellectual property group. Outside
the firm, he is an adjunct professor at Temple University Beasley Law
School, where he teaches a course in patent litigation. Additionally,
he is an elected member of the board of directors of Penn State’s
Eberly College of Science Alumni Society. His work involves pro-
moting fellowship among alumni, faculty, students and friends, and
promoting the interests of science education and research.

Pro Bono and Civic Work: Maslowski’s pro bono work includes
volunteering with Philadelphia Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts.

He recently completed an elected term as a member of the edito-
rial board of the American Intellectual Property Law Association
Quarterly Journal, which involves reviewing and editing proposed
articles for publicaton in one of the premier publicatons in the IP
field. He has also been a member of the group’s patent litigation
subcommittee, where work has included the re-drafting of the asso-
ciation’s model jury instructions, which are widely used by judges and
practitioners.

Experience: Current employer: Feb. 2010-present; Woodcock
Washburn: Aug. 1999-Feb. 2010.

Education: The George Washington University Law School,
J.D., 1999; Pennsylvania State University, B.S., 1995.

Mehrin Masud-Elias
Associate, Duane Morris
Philadelphia

Practice Profile: Masud-Elias
practices in the area of corporate
law with a concentration on
mergers and acquisitions, ven-
ture capital financings, strategic
alliances, business law, and
finance and securities regula-
tion. She also counsels clients in

corporate governance matters and licensing, supply, distribution
and other technology-related commercial transactions.

Leadership Activity: In the firm, Masud-Elias is a mem-
ber of recruitment and retention committee and the pro bono
liaison for the corporate practice group.

Outside the firm, she is a member of the executive committee
of the South Asian Bar Association of Philadelphia, for which
she served as a member of the 2009 convention planning com-
mittee. She has also been a member of the Philadelphia Bar
Association’s board of governors since 2009.

Pro Bono and Civic Work: Her pro bono work includes
serving as lead attorney in forming and obtaining tax-exempt
status for Impact100, a nonprofit that unites women in a com-
mon philanthropic effort to support nonprofit organizations in
the Greater Philadelphia region; and AROGYA, a Philadelphia-
based nonprofit organization whose mission is to advance
global health through disease prevention, and awareness and
advocacy about healthy living, with a strategic focus on India.
She has also participated in micro-enterprise clinics.

Additionally, she serves as a mentor for the paralegal studies
program of the Community College of Philadelphia and as the
vice president of the board of directors of the Center for
Emerging Visual Artists, a Philadelphia-based nonprofit orga-
nization.

Experience: Current employer: Feb. 2008-present; Comcast
Corp.; Morgan Lewis & Bockius; Goodwin Proctor.

Education: Columbia University School of Law, ].D., 2001;
Amberst College, B.A., 1997.

Jed D. Melnick
Managing Mediator,
The Weinstein Group
Philadelphia

Practice Profile: Melnick
oversees mediation practice for
Hon. Daniel Weinstein (Ret.),
one of the original members of
JAMS, the largest private pro-
vider of mediation and arbitra-
tion services in the United
States.

According to N.Y.-based
Bernstein Litowitz founding partner Max Berger, “In Judge
Weinstein’s absence, Jed is the person who handles the mediation
process between some of the most successful and high-powered
plaintiffs and defense litigators in the country, as well as their
clients. Almost without exception, I have heard nothing but acco-
lades for Jed’s deft ability to handle difficult personalities and get
to a resolution. He is truly going to be (if he isn’t already) a much
sought-after mediator in large complex cases.”

Leadership Activity: Says Weinstein, “Jed assists me on
my largest cases in a lead role. For example, after two years
of process, while I was across the country, I assigned Jed to
handle the final two days of in-person mediation on the New
Century subprime bankruptcy securities class action and
trustee action. On his own, Jed brought together a nine-
figure settlement and personally orchestrated settlement
discussions that involved close to 50 lawyers and numerous
sets of plaintiffs, insurance carriers and defendant entities,
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including former directors and officers of the bankrupt
entity, a group of investment bank underwriters and a large
auditor.”

Pro Bono and Civic Work: Melnick has been an active pro
bono federal mediator of legal employment disputes with the
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, successfully
mediating numerous employment-related matters from
Philadelphia, New Jersey and Delaware. He also serves as a
pro bono judge pro-tem in the Philadelphia Common Pleas
Appellate Mediation Program.

Experience: Current employer: 2005-present; Haines &
Associates: 2004-2005; Defender Association of Philadelphia:
1999-2004.

Education: Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, J.D.,
1999; Grinnell College, B.A., 1994.

—

Michael A. Morse
Partner, Pietragallo Gordon
Alfano Bosick & Raspanti
Philadelphia

Practice Profile: Morse
serves as chair of the firm’s
federal and state whistleblow-
er (qui tam) litigation practice
group. He also practices in
the areas of white-collar crim-
inal defense, criminal and civil
health care fraud litigation,
health care law, complex commercial litigation disputes and
intellectual property litigation.

Leadership Activity: As the chair of the firm’s nation-
wide practice of representing whistleblowers who report
fraud against federal and state taxpayer-funded programs,
he oversees a practice group that has recovered more than
$1.8 billion for federal and state taxpayers.

Morse is recognized as an authority in the area of manda-
tory federal and state laws requiring hospitals and other
medical providers to report medical errors, adverse events,
near misses and device failures. He has written numerous
articles and chapters on this emerging area of health care
law and has presented this topic to hundreds of compliance
officers, attorneys and medical professionals across the
country.

Pro Bono and Civic Work: Morse has worked with
Taxpayers Against Fraud since April 2009, leading an effort
with the Pennsylvania House of Representatives and Senate
to enact a Pennsylvania False Claims Act to combat fraud
against Pennsylvania taxpayer-funded programs, and to pro-
tect whistleblowers who report businesses that defraud the
commonwealth. Bills are currently pending in both the
Pennsylvania House and Senate.

Experience: Current employer: Jan. 2007-present; Miller
Alfano & Raspanti: Aug. 2000-Dec. 2006; Philadelphia
District Attorney’s Office: Aug.1997-Aug. 2000.

Education: Emory University School of Law, J.D., 1997;
University of Michigan, B.A., 1994.

Alka A. Patel

Senior Associate, Pietragallo
Gordon Alfano Bosick &
Raspanti

Pittsburgh

Practice Profile: Patel is an
associate in the firm’s intellec-
tual property practice. She has
expertise in patent prosecution,
due diligence analysis, litigation
support, portfolio management,
strategic assessments, intellec-
tual property licensing and cli-
ent counseling.

Leadership Activity: In the firm, Patel is the co-founder of
the Women’s Marketing/Working Group. Outside the firm, she
is currently serving as a Pennsylvania Bar Association Zone 12
House of Delegates member. She is also the co-founding chair
of the Asian attorneys committee of the Allegheny County Bar
Association and is a past president of the Pittsburgh chapter of
the Society of Women Engineers. She is also a member of the
Executive Women’s Council of Pittsburgh, the Pittsburgh
Intellectual Property Law Association and the National
Association of Female Executives.

Pro Bono and Civic Work: Patel volunteers her expertise
working with nonprofit organizations such as Animal Friends Inc.
and Phipps Conservatory on contract review matters; and work-
ing with Duquesne University Law Clinic in representing non-
profit organizations with intellectual property matters.

Experience: Current employer: May 2009-present; Pepper
Hamilton: March 2004-Sept. 2007, April 2008-May 2009;
Allegheny Technologies Inc.: Sept. 2007-April 2008; The Webb
Law Firm: Aug. 2001-March 2004.

Education: Duquesne University School of Law, J.D., 2001,
Duquesne University, M.B.A., 2001; University of Pittsburgh,
B.S., 1996.

Douglas K. Rosenblum
Associate, Pietragallo Gordon
Alfano Bosick & Raspanti
Philadelphia

Practice Profile: Rosenblum
is a litigation associate and
Certified Fraud Examiner with
the firm. He is a member of the
white-collar criminal defense,
federal and state qui tam litiga-
tion and commercial litigation
practice groups.

Leadership Activity: Rosenblum currently serves as a member
of the steering committee for the Philadelphia Young Lawyers
Division of the American Bar Association white-collar crime
committee. Most recently, he was elected to the Villanova Law
Alumni Association board of advisors for a three-year term.

Pro Bono and Civic Work: Rosenblum serves as a volunteer
attorney for Montgomery Child Advocacy Project. He is cur-
rently representing two children who were both malnourished,
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